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ABOUT THIS EDITION: With exception of the titles of the different parts - which were added, for
better navigation, from later editions - this edition presents an authentic reproduction of the
original 1855 first edition of 'Leaves of Grass' by Walt Whitman. Taking into account that
Whitman did much of the typesetting for the first edition himself, the editors of this reproduction,
paid special attention not only to text itself but also to an authentic reproduction of pagination,
paragraphing and linebreaks.LEAVES OF GRASS is a poetry collection by the American poet
Walt Whitman (1819-1892). Though the first edition was published in 1855, Whitman spent most
of his professional life writing and re-writing LEAVES OF GRASS, revising it multiple times until
his death. This resulted in vastly different editions over four decades-the first a small book of
twelve poems and the last a compilation of over 400 poems.LEAVES OF GRASS has its genesis
in an essay called The Poet by Ralph Waldo Emerson, published in 1844, which expressed the
need for the United States to have its own new and unique poet to write about the new country's
virtues and vices. Whitman, reading the essay, consciously set out to answer Emerson's call as
he began work on the first edition of LEAVES OF GRASS. Whitman, however, downplayed
Emerson's influence, stating, "I was simmering, simmering, simmering; Emerson brought me to
a boil."On May 15, 1855, Whitman registered the title LEAVES OF GRASS with the clerk of the
United States District Court, Southern District of New Jersey, and received its copyright. The first
edition was published in Brooklyn at the printing shop of two Scottish immigrants, James and
Andrew Rome, whom Whitman had known since the 1840s, on July 4, 1855. Whitman paid for
and did much of the typesetting for the first edition himself. The book did not include the author's
name, instead offering an engraving by Samuel Hollyer depicting Whitman in work clothes and a
jaunty hat, arms at his side. Early advertisements for the first edition appealed to "lovers of
literary curiosities" as an oddity. Sales on the book were few but Whitman was not
discouraged.The poems of LEAVES OF GRASS are loosely connected and each represents
Whitman's celebration of his philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its
discussion of delight in sensual pleasures during a time when such candid displays were
considered immoral. Where much previous poetry, especially English, relied on symbolism,
allegory, and meditation on the religious and spiritual, LEAVES OF GRASS (particularly the first
edition) exalted the body and the material world. Influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson and the
Transcendentalist movement, itself an offshoot of Romanticism, Whitman's poetry praises
nature and the individual human's role in it. However, much like Emerson, Whitman does not
diminish the role of the mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the human form and the human
mind, deeming both worthy of poetic praise.

"Bright, intricate, and kinetic [the illustrations] carry the story entirely on their own, and will



fascinate children with both their antic quality and textured appearance. A brief description of the
process the artist uses appears at the end of the book, and could well serve to inspire art
projects." --School Library Journal
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Ebook Library Reader, “Don't buy books from Amazon. Order your book from your local
bookstore. (I used IndieBound to order from mine.) Why? Because Amazon ships books
primarily in lightly-padded bags. This is baffling. They shipped this lovely leatherbound book in a
bag! And OF COURSE it arrived damaged. This has happened so many times to me with other
books, I don't know why I bother anymore. I returned it and did what I should have done and
that's order it from the local bookstore. I even told them to only call me to pick it up if the book
arrives undamaged. They responded super positively to this request. I received the book from
not-Amazon in perfect condition.The book is beautiful. The pages are a smidgen thin (the letters
ghost through the page) but the page color is this gorgeous light yellow and the type and
flourishes throughout are just so pretty. The cover is understated and perfect, IMHO. I really like
this book.Five stars for the book. One star for Amazon's inability to ship books properly.”

W.T.M., “Good Budget Edition.. This is a wonderful copy of the original 1855 first edition of
Whitman's Leaves of Grass. Be aware it is not a facsimile and the print might be small for some
readers. There is an introduction by Bliss Perry, and the preface Whitman composed for the
1855 edition.”

F.Hoffman, “Worth the effort.. Like listening to a very good friend who drones on and on, but you
listen because you know he is going to say something really worth waiting for.I knew little about
Whitman or Leaves of Grass. I had read or heard some quotes which I liked, so I started
reading. At first it was very annoying! He used exclamation points at the end of every sentence!
(Or if not an exclamation, he put it all in parentheses.) Again and again with the exclamation
points! (Again and again with the parentheses.) And the subjects I did not find that interesting,
or the wording very well formed.The first 3rd of the book is a collection of random thoughts,
mostly about how great America is. On and on about things he might just have read about in the
newspaper, with very little evidence of personal experience. List after list. And when he was not
writing about America, he was writing about being gay. Now I don't know if he was or was not, I
only know what I read; and it sure seemed gay to me. I just did not see what was so great about
this book. What I did not realize at the time was that I was being introduced to his voice, his
individual way of expressing himself.The middle 3rd of the book has as its subject the Civil War.
Here he comes into his own. I could feel his horror, his empty numbness, his pride and his
despair. Nearly every poem is a gem, nearly every thought, a revelation. One exception is "O
Captain! My Captain!, which although great poetry, is not written in the voice I had come to
know. It seems to me to have been written for general consumption, not in the private, personal
style of the rest of the book.The last 3rd of the book is the recovery from, or rather ghosts from,
the Civil War; and also about becoming old. Again here, I had to be patient and wade through
quite a few verses to find something that spoke to me. The wounds from the war were real, the



dreams acquiring the patina of chivalry. Also, as with most folks now growing old, he was old a
long time. He tended to repeat himself and complain about the maladies of being old again and
again... as we do.This is a personal life's journey of one man, in his unique voice. I am glad he
shared it with me.(The kindle edition I read had some formatting issues, but the Amazon website
indicates that is being corrected).”

fizzy5000, “10/10 book. Lovely book, used this for my english coursework and it was an
enjoyable read. Whitman really encapsulates what it meant to be a common American man in
his era and it makes sense why his influence is still prevalent in modern day America (Lana Del
Rey). Hope his legacy lives on for he really is one of America's greatest poets. His free verse
style allows the reader to be taken to wherever his mind wanders to, really great stuff.In terms of
the book itself, its very good quality and well worth the money.”

kehs, “American poetry. I bought this book because it kept being referenced in a novel I recently
read. The poems are the work of a very intelligent man. They made me slow my reading down to
enable me to absorb what I was reading. Beautiful words that have stood the test of time.”

Rani Ban, “It's a challenge!. I haven't read this slowly for years and years. Lots of re-reading and
much quiet thought. A remarkable man, not easy, very challenging but well worth the effort.
Takes the reader away from our consumer culture to something very profound, the
transcendence of the self. Whitman tells you to carefully examine all that you have been told
and to dismiss what insults your soul.  Lots of thinking and reflecting needed.”

Morais, “A beautiful little book. A beautiful little book, it is hardback and covered in book binder's
cloth, I love it ..... lovely to hold and to look at, and the contents inside are just a beautiful .. .I
bought this as I was reading another book, "The Circling of the Sun" by Paula McCain and this is
the book which Denys Finch Hatton gave to Beryl Markham when they first met, and which
poems he rad to her, over 100 years ago ....”

Matt Wilson, “A really special edition. A very special work of literature deserves a very special
binding. This is a pleasure to hold and to read :-)”

The book by Aesop has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 3,366 people have provided feedback.
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